THE GREAT STATE

tion, not only so, but a far larger number of already
qualified and practising medical men would be thus
enabled to keep in touch with new knowledge and
new methods, for It is especially true in a growing
science like medicine that for any seeker after
knowledge to be satisfied with past experience or
to attempt to live on the record of past attainments
is woefully to restrict usefulness, even if it does not
hinder success. And with this Institutional part
of the National Health Service must be linked up a
corresponding Nursing Service.

The other or the domiciliary side of the Health
Service, the visiting of the citizens in their own
homes, would be carried out by District and Divi-
sional Medical Officers, They would treat such
cases as could be -well treated at home, and such as
were too ill for removal, or not sufficiently ill to re-
quire institutional treatment, and they would he
assisted in their work by an organised District
Nursing Service.

One very important part of the duty of these
Medical Officers would be the periodic visiting of
all households and the reporting on the health
and life conditions of the householder and his do-
pendants. This need be neither inquisitorial nor
offensive, If there is a proper system of local controls
over the appointments of the medical men concerned.
There need be no more inconvenience in the visit
of the Medical Officer than in the visit of any other
Municipal official. In this way the early beginnings
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